TORTS COURSE SYLLABUS 

INTRODUCTION AND COURSE DESCRIPTION

	Course:  Torts
	Term: Fall 2026, Evening Class

	Course Number:  L170F(2)
	Meeting Day(s) and Time(s):  Monday 6:30-9:30 p.m.

	Number of Units:  2	
	Instructor: Trevor Hickey

	
	trevor.hickey@faculty.sjcl.edu    559.860.9681

	
	Office hours: Room 211; Mondays 5:00-6:30 p.m. and by appointment



[bookmark: _Toc426015501]										
Course Description: This semester we will study and analyze the legal rules determining whether civil liability should attach to conduct resulting in harm to other persons or their property. Intentional torts and their defenses and negligence will be covered. Next semester we will re-visit intentional torts and their defenses, further explore negligence and its defenses, and cover strict liability, product liability, defamation, invasion of privacy, and their defenses. As time allows next semester, we may also cover nuisance, misrepresentation and interference with economic relations and their defenses. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
This course will cover and/or assess the following Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 
[bookmark: _Toc453597770]Student Learning Outcome 1:  Comprehend the structures and processes of the U.S. legal system and foundational substantive law.
Student Learning Outcome 2: Demonstrate proficiency in legal analysis and problem solving.
Student Learning Outcome 3: Demonstrate competence in written and oral communication.
Student Learning Outcome 5: Recognize and resolve ethical issues.
Grading
The Fall Semester grade will be determined as follows:
		
	Quizzes	5% 
	Final Examination	95%
	TOTAL	100%

The material in Torts is cumulative and must be mastered on a continuous basis. If the student has not mastered the material of the Fall semester, the student will not be able to understand the material of the Spring semester.
Quizzes
There will be quizzes of varying length. A quiz may consist of short mini-essay/hypotheticals, short answer questions, multiple choice questions, fill in the blanks, and/or briefing a case.  Quizzes will be closed book.  The best strategy is to memorize and gain understanding of the material the same week the material is presented.   
Class Participation
Until further notice, classes will be in-person and on Zoom. The classes will be recorded.   Active class participation is crucial to your success in law school. Every student is expected to read all the assigned cases and notes in depth and be able to participate in a meaningful and knowledgeable way in class discussion. If you dislike the reading of cases, you are in the wrong field of study. Voluntary participation is encouraged. Students will also be called upon at random. Being unprepared may be deemed an unexcused absence, and/or result in additional required participation.
Attendance 
Only 3 absences are allowed this semester.  For students attending in person: Roll will be called near the beginning of class and once again during the class period.  Any student not remaining for the entire class will be marked absent.  For students attending by Zoom: Any student not live streaming on Zoom for the entire period the class is in session will be marked absent. It would be advisable for students to sign into the Zoom session five minutes before class starts.  There will be a mandatory one-on-one tutorial meeting for each student, probably in October in person and on Zoom.  

Required Materials 
Cases & Materials on Torts, Fifteenth edition, Prosser, Wade & Schwartz
Suggested Resources
The Law of Torts by Dan Dobbs
Torts: Examples and Explanations by J. Glannon

COUNSELING SUPPORT SERVICES:
  
SimpleTherapy is a confidential resource for students and their immediate household members provided at no cost by San Joaquin College of Law. The program is designed to help students address a variety of concerns, such as anxiety, stress, substance abuse and adjustment issues that may impact academic performance and cause personal distress.  
Simple EAP gives you access to a variety of clinical and non-clinical resources, including confidential access to a licensed therapist 24/7 for short-term counseling, and up to three sessions per situation every six months. Contact Simple resources by phone at 1-888-425-4800, through the App, eConnect Mobile, or at https://www.simpleeap.com/with the user name: sjclstudents. For questions, please contact Dean Tennerelli ltennerelli@sjcl.edu or Beth Pitcock at bpitcock@sjcl.edu.
COURSE SCHEDULE
The schedule for this course is subject to change as educational circumstances dictate. Also, quizzes and practice essays may be added or deleted. You are welcome to read any of the individual cases not included in the reading below.  You may find some of them quite topical.  

	DATE
	ASSIGNMENT
	TOPICS COVERED                         
	SLOs

	8/17
	Pgs 1 – 45.
	Introduction to Torts, the concept of intent.  

	SLO 1-3, 5.

	8/24
	Pgs 45-71, 75-96
	Intentional torts – battery, assault, false imprisonment, intentional infliction of emotional distress
Multiple-choice questions emailed to students for 8/31 class discussion.

	SLO 1-3.

	8/31
	
Pgs 97-126, 137-157

	Intentional torts – trespass, trespass to chattels, conversion. Defenses – consent
Hypotheticals emailed to students for 9/14 discussion.
Multiple-choice questions discussed.

	SLO 1-3.

	9/7
	No Class
	Labor Day Holiday
	

	9/14
	Pgs 162-187
	Defenses to Intentional Torts. 
QUIZ #1 
Discuss hypotheticals. 
Practice essay emailed to students.  Due 9/21 before class starts.

	SLO 1-3.

	9/21
	Pgs 193-218, 235-240
	Introduction to Negligence and Standard of Care

	SLO 1-3.

	9/28
	Pgs 218-232, 240-275
	Standard of Care; Standards of Care for professionals. 
	SLO 1-3.

	10/5
	Pgs 275-303
	Aggravated negligence, rules of law; Negligence Per Se

	SLO 1-3.

	10/12
	Pgs 303-321, 326-335
	Proof of Negligence, including res ipsa loquitur
QUIZ #2
	SLO 1-3.

	10/19
	Pgs 337-349, 356-374
	NO CLASS (Students are still responsible for the reading)
Actual Cause

	SLO 1-3.

	10/26
	Pgs 395-444, 449-458 
	ALL ZOOM CLASS (No in-person class this week)
Legal Cause
Peter v. Driver practice essay emailed to students for class review 11/2. 
	SLO 1-3.

	11/2
	Pgs 458-462
	Legal Cause
Peter v. Driver reviewed in class. Advisory graded negligence practice essay emailed to students.  Due 11/9 before class starts (unless it is given during Legal Methods class on 11/5.)
	SLO 1-3.

	11/9
	Pgs 625-668
	Duty – Landoccupiers’ Duties Advisory graded negligence practice essay due before class starts (if not taken during Legal Methods class on 11/5.)
Hypotheticals emailed to students for 11/16 class discussion.
	SLO 1-3.

	11/16
	Pgs 589-607, 540-543, 546-570

	Duty – Failure to Act, Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress.
Take practice multiple-choice questions during class.
Discuss hypotheticals.
Practice essay(s) emailed to students for in class review 11/23.
	SLO 1-3. 

	11/23
	Practice Essay(s)
	Review practice essay(s)
	SLO 1-3.

	12/1
	FINAL 
	Two essay questions; or Two essay questions and some multiple-choice questions; or Three essay questions.  Closed book unless notified otherwise due to educational circumstances. 
	SLO 1-3.



